
The Secret of Success
                                                                                                                 

1. Word Salad
Please circle the words that are negative words. If you need help, refer back to the grammar 
section of the textbook. You can always ask a parent or teacher if you need additional help.

Know Not              Where Knot

No              Never              Rarely Seldom

Every Ever When Barely

2. Make Your Own Sentences!
Make your own sentences using the vocabulary words below. Please be creative and have fun! 
Try to incorporate negative words.

1. Graduate

2. Sought

3. Professor

4. Progress

5. Smirk

6. Contact

7. Catching […] off-guard
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8. Efficiently

9. Guess

10. Does not happen overnight 

3. Fill in the Blank
Fill in the blank with either no or not. If you need help deciding which is which, refer back to the 
grammar section or ask a parent or teacher.

1. I did _______ know that fish have _______ eyelids!
2. I have _______ money so I was _______ able to go to the movies with 
 everyone. Instead I went to the mall, but I did _______ buy anything.
3. She did _______ have her book on her so the teacher did _______ let her take  
 her test.
4. My mom said I could _______ borrow her car tonight.
5. To be or _______ to be: that is the question.
6. “I know that you believe you understand what you think I said, but I’m   
 _______ sure you realize that what you heard is _______ what I meant.” – 
 Robert McCloskey
7. “If at first, the idea is _______ absurd, then there is _______ hope for it.” – 
 Albert Einstein
8. “The right word may be effective, but _______ word was ever as effective as a  
 rightly timed pause.” – Mark Twain
9. “There is _______ shame in _______ knowing; the shame lies in _______ 
 finding out.” – Russian Proverb
10. “_______,_______ rich. I am a poor man with money, which is _______ the  
 same thing.” – Gabriel Garcia Marquez
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4. Song Quiz
Fill in the blanks to answer questions about this chapter’s song.

1.  The student visits his old _______________ for some advice.
2. The student asks how to succeed in his _____________.
3. The professor says the young man should show up ___ ________.
4. Next time the young man visits, his professor tell him he should be prepared  
 to _____.
5. The young man returns to work, making sure he works hard and ________.
6. Finally, the professor reminds his former student that success does not 
 happen _______________.

5. How Will You Succeed?
Everyone has an area in which they can achieve success.  How will you go about achieving
success?  Outline your plan below, step by step.  Use as many or as few steps as you’d like, and feel 
free to incorporate sketches.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

6. Test Yourself!
Can you sing the song of this chapter without looking at the lyrics provided? Grade yourself 
between 1-10 according to your memorization!
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